
Link to register: Invisible lines: Intertwined Histories of the Irish Border - N.U.I. Maynooth 

  

https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fshop.maynoothuniversity.ie%2Findex.php%3Fapp%3Decom%26ns%3Dprodshow%26ref%3D5000028&data=05%7C02%7C%7Cbb6f72ecb94447eb2ed408de6e280662%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639069315373838949%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=vPx6ML67KVF7sJb7l5YRK6H%2Bp8gIfaf0fsCDEYox2KI%3D&reserved=0


Program of Events 
09:00–09:30 — Registration 
09:30–0945 — Opening Address 
09:45–11:00 — Panel A — Identity, Society & the Border (Chair: Prof Marian Lyons) 

Prof Mary Daly — Don't mention the Border: A History of Absence  
Dr Niall Cunningham — Understanding and Contextualising Long‑Term Demographic change in the Irish Border Region 
Prof Marc Mulholland — Race, Religion, State: How was the divide in Northern Ireland defined? 
Dr Samuel Beckton — A Home from Home: The influence of Cavan, Donegal, and Monaghan Protestants within Northern Irish 
politics and Orangeism since 1920 

11:00–11:30 — Coffee Break 
11:30–12:45 — Panel B — State, Security & Settlement (Chair: Dr Alison Fitzgerald, Maynooth University) 

Dr Edward Burke — Spying on the Free State: The British Army, the RUC and cross‑border intelligence operations, 1923–1927. 
Dr Donal Hall — Confronting the Border: Armagh and Louth in wartime 1920-23. 
Dr Gareth Prendergast — How and Why the British Establishment Facilitated the Generation of an Irish National Army 
Dr Michael Kennedy — Code Word ‘North’ Defending the Border Against a British Invasion 1939-45 

12:45–13:30 — Lunch 
13:30–14:45 — Panel C — Partition Politics & the Boundary Commission (Chair: Prof Filipe Riberio De Meneses) 

Dr Frank Costello — Genesis of the Boundary Commission: Backgrounds and Conduct of the Key Actors. 
Prof Donnacha Ó Beacháin — Assessing the Partition Issue in Irish Politics since 1922. 
Dr Eoin Magennis — Eyewash for a Deluded People: The Boundary Commission in South Down and Armagh, 1922-1925. 
Dr David McCullagh — Taking the Gun out of Irish Politics: John A. Costello, the Declaration of the Republic, and the Border 

14:45–15:00 — Break / Reset 
15:00–16:15 — Panel D — Liminality, Law & Civil Rights (Chair: Dr Rory Finegan) 

Dr Luke Moffett, Dr Ciarán O’Kelly & Dr Ciara Hackett — The Boundary Commission and Individuals Caught between Two 
States: Liminality, Identity and Border Violence 
Dr Brian McGilloway — No Man’s Land: Liminality, Lawlessness and Crime Fiction on the Border. 
Dr Ivan Gibbons — The Irish Border in British Politics in the 1920s 

16:30 — Closing Remarks 
 


