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Cumann na nlan-Orp5each Cormrsrfinca
Association of Retired Commissioned Officers

04 November,2020

Minister Simon Coveney T.D.

Minister for Foreign Affairs and Defence

SUPPLEMENTARY SUBMISSION _ TERMS OF REFERENCE

COMIIflSSION ON TIIT" DETENCE TORCES

D.ea* ll,^i.{er-,
The Association of Retired Commissioned Officers (ARCO) welcomes the opportunity of
submitting supplementary proposals on the Commission on the Defence Forces.

ARCO recognises the constraints in formulating the Terms of Reference. Nevertheless, the

actual Terms of Reference should go beyond the six headings outlined in the Programme for
Govemment, increasing the potential of the process for all stakeholders, and for the State.

As requested in your letter dated 20 October, Annex 'A' provides ARCO's recommendations

on matters the Commission should be tasked with, and which fall under the six headings

specified in the Programme of Govemment. The contents derive &om ARCO's previous

submission dated 16 September.

In its previous submission, ARCO recommended that the Commission should be tasked to

review Defence &om a broad perspective in the medium to long term. ARCO also

recommended that &e Commission is not the appropriate fonrm for the review of pay and

allowances, and that this issue should fall under the remit of the Goverrment's Permanent

Pay Review Body, which should be established wi&out delay.

ARCO remains available to discuss or to provide clarification on its submissions.

3*a,el1
,&t .a. J^t<r.-fe

Brigadier-General Paul Pakenham (Retd)

President

www.ARCOIreland.com

Anpex A. Relevant Aspects - Commission Tasking

Distribution for Information :

Secretary-General

Camnraderie Thro ugh Service

Chief of Staff
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